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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. Tke disclosure is otjecteJ to Lecause of tke following informalities: at page 1, line 5, of 
tke specification "now pending" in reference to tke parent case skould ke replaced ky "now U.S. 
Patent No. 6,708,838^ 

Appropriate correction is required. 

claim Rejaciions - 35 use § 102 

2. Tke following is a quotation of tke appropriate paragrapks of 35 U.S.C. 102 tkat form 
tke kasis for tke rejections under tkis section made in tkis Office action: 

A person skall te entitled to a patent unless — 

(t) tke invention was patented or descriLed in a printed puUication in this or a foreign country or in putlic use or on 
sale in tkis country, more tkan one year prior to tke date of application for patent in tke United States. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(k) as keing anticipated ky Zekrowsfci 

(US 5836469). 

Claim 1 : Zekrowski teackes a metkod for securing a user s kand to a container. Column 
1, lines 50-55 and column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, line 20 and figures 7-10. Tke container 
kas an outer surface and an inner surface. Figures 7-10 and column 2, lines 20-35. Tke inner 
surface defines a cavity tkerein. Figures 7-10 and column 2, lines 20-35 (for kolding tke 
keverage). A strap is provided kaving a least one end secured to tke outer surface of tke container. 
Figures 7-10 and column 2/ lines 55-65 (strap 40). Tke strap is mounted relative to tke 
container to permit resilient movement of at least a portion of tke strap toward and away from 
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the container. Figures 7-10 and column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, line 35 (wkile tke tottle 
wall is referred to as teing moving, tkis would provide relative movement of the strap; and as well 
tke strap would ke movatle and flexikle to some degree as it is made of tke same material as tke 
kottle wall) . Tke kand is inserted between tke strap and tke outer surface of tke container to a 
degree sufficient to move tkat portion of tke strap away from tke container. Figures 7-10 and 
column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, line 35 (wkile tke kottle wall is referred to as keing 
moving, tkis would provide relative movement of tke strap; and as well tke strap would ke movakle 
and flexikle to some degree as it is made of tke same material as tke Lottie wall). Tke strap 
resiliently urges tke kand against tke outer surface of tke container. Column 3, lines 1-10. 

Claim 2: Zekrowski also teackes a metkod of kolding a fluid. Column 2, lines 20-30 and 
column 3, lines 15-25. A container is provided kaving a tottom end and a sidewaU extending 
from tke kottom end. Figures 7-10 and column 2, lines25-35 (note tottom wall portion 20 and 
wall 18 rising up from tkat area to area 24) . A supportive strap is provided kaving a first end and 
a second. Figures 7-10 and column 2/ lines 55-65 (strap 40). Tke first end is secured to tke 
container. Figures 7-10 and column 2, lines 55-65 (note area 40a). Tke supportive strap is 
flexikle and extending along kut outwardly spaced from tke sidewaU to form a pocket ketween tke 
supportive strap and tke sidewalk Figures 7-10 and column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, line 35 
(wkde tke tottle wall is referred to as keing moving, tkis would provide relative movement of tke 
strap; and as well tke strap would ke movakle and flexikle to some degree as it is made of tke same 
material as tke tottle wall; and note pocket area 42 on figure 7 and tke space in figure 9). An 
appendage is inserted tkrougk tke pocket wkerein tke supportive strap resikently urges tke 
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appendage against tke siJewall. Figures 7-10 and column 3, lines 1-10. Fluid is introduced into 
tke container. Column 3, lines 15-25. 

Claim 3: tke second end of tke supportive strap can ke secured to tke Lottom end of tke 
container. Figure 7 and column 2, knes 55-65 (note tke positioning of point 40k in tke tottom 
wall portion 20) . 

Claim 8: tke appendage can ke a kand of a user. Column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, 
lines 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. Tke following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) wkick forms tke kasis for all 
obviousness rejections set fortk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not te oLtaineJ tkougk tlie invention is not identically Jisclosed or JescriLeJ as set fortk in 
section 102 of tkis title, if tke differences ketween tke sukject matter sougkt to ke patented and tke prior art are 
suck tkat tke sukject matter as a wkole would kave keen okvious at tke time tke invention was made to a person 
kaving ordinary skill in tke art to wkick said sukject matter pertains. Patentakility skall not ke negatived ky tke 
manner in wkick tke invention was made. 

5. Tkis application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentakikty of tke 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), tke examiner presumes tkat tke subject matter of tke various 
claims was commonly owned at tke time any inventions covered tkerein were made aksent any 
evidence to tke contrary. Applicant is advised of tke okligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
tke inventor and invention dates of eack claim tkat was not commonly owned at tke time a later 
invention was made in order for tke examiner to consider tke appkcakikty of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
anJ potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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6. Claims 1-6; 8-14 and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as teing unpatentable 
over Armstrong (US 4927046) in view of Zetrowski (US 5836469). 

Claim 1 : Armstrong teackes a metkod for securing a users Land to a container. Figures 1 
and 6 and column 2, lines 40-45. Tke container kas an outer surface and an inner surface. 
Figure 1 (note area 1 and area 7). Tke inner surface defines a cavity tkerein. Figure 1. A 
supportive kandle is provided wkick is an integral part of tke container kody. Figure 5 and 
column 4, lines 15-36. To kold tke container, tke kand of tke user is inserted ketween tke 
kandle and tke outer surface of tke container, so tkat tke kand grips tke kandle. Figures 1 and 6 
and column 3, lines 1-15. 

Claim 2: Armstrong also teackes a metkod of kolding a fluid. Column 2, lines 40-45 and 
figures 1 and 6. A container is provided kaving a kottom end and a sidewall extending from tke 
kottom end. Figure 5 (note area of element 8 and element 1). A supportive kandle is provided 
tkat is an integral part of tke container kody. Figure 5 and column 4, lines 15-35. To kold tke 
container, tke kand (appendage) of tke user is inserted ketween tke kandle and tke outer surface 
of tke container, so tkat tke kand grips tke kandle. Figure 1 and 6 and column 3, lines 1-15. 
Fluid is introduced into tke container. Figure 6 and column 2, lines 40-45. 

Claims 5, 11, 17: a fluid applicator tool is provided. Figure 6.Tke fluid applicator tool is 
inserted into tke fluid witkin tke container. Figures 1 and 6. Tke fluid is applied to a surface 
witk tke fluid applicator tool. Figure 6. 

Claims 6, 14: a retainer is provided for securing at least a portion of tke fluid applicator 
tool witkin tke container. Column 4, lines 1-20 and figure 1. 
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Claim 8: tKe appendage can he a kan J of a user. Figure 1 . 
Claims 9, 16, 20: tke fluid can te paint. Column 2/ lines 40-45. 
Claims 10, 21: tke applicator tool can Le a Lrusk. Figure 6. 

Armstrong teackes all tke features of tkese claims except tke use of tke strap as claimed 
and tke adjustakle features of tke strap. 

However, Zekrowski teackes a metkod for securing a user's kand to a container. Column 
1, lines 50-55 and column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, line 20 and figures 7-10. Tke container 
kas an outer surface and an inner surface. Figures 7-10 and column 2, lines 20-35. Tke inner 
surface defines a cavity tkerein. Figures 7-10 and column 2, lines 20-35 (for kolding tke 
keverage). One metkod of securing tke user's kand to tke container is to provide an integral 
kandle molded in tke container. Figures 1-6 and column 2, lines 30-55. To kold tke container, 
tke kand of tke user is inserted ketween tke kandle and tke outer surface of tke container, so tkat 
tke kand grips tke kandle. Column 2, lines 30-55. A second metkod of securing user's kand to 
tke container is to provide a strap kaving at least one end secured to tke outer surface of tke 
container. Figures 7-10 and column 2, lines 55-65 (strap 40). Tke strap is mounted relative to 
tke container to permit resilient movement of at least a portion of tke strap toward and away 
from tke container. Figures 7-10 and column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, line 35 (wkile tke 
kottle wall is referred to as keing moving, tkis would provide relative movement of tke strap; and 
as well tke strap would ke movakle and flexikle to some degree as it is made of tke same material 
as tke tottle wall). Tke kand is inserted ketween tke strap and tke outer surface of tke container 
to a degree sufficient to move tkat portion of tke strap away from tke container. Figures 7-10 
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and column 2, line 55 tkrougk column 3, line 35 (wkile tke kottle wall is referred to as keing 
moving, tkis would provide relative movement of tke strap; and as well tke strap would te movaLle 
and flexitle to some degree as it is made of tke same material as tke kottle wall) . Tke strap 
resiliently urges tke kand against tke outer surface of tke container. Column 3, lines 1-10. Fluid 
is introduced into tke container. Column 3, lines 15-25. Tke second end of tke supportive strap 
can te secured to tke kottom end of tke container. Figure 7 and column 2, lines 55-65 (note tke 
positioning of point 40k in tke kottom wall portion 20). 

It would kave keen otvious to one of ordinary skill in tke art at tke time tke invention was 
made to modify Armstrong to use a resilient flexikle strap to kold tke kand in contact witk tke 
container ratker tkan tke molded kandle as suggested Ly Zetrowski witk an expectation of 
providing a desiratly supported container, kecause Armstrong teackes a kand keld container to 
kold fluid witk an integral kandle, and Zekrowski teackes tkat wken providing a kand keld 
container to kold fluid, it is desirable to use eitker an integrally molded kandle or to use an 
attacked strap to kold tke kand witk an optional molded recess to place tke kand. As skown ky 
tke placement of tke kandle in Armstrong, tke replacement of tke kandle area witk a strap would 
provide tke tottom of tke strap on tke bottom side of tke container. As to tke adjustability of tke 
strap, Armstrong indicates tkat tke user can kave variously sized kands (column 3, lines 1-5) and 
as a result, it woiJd kave been obvious to one of ordinary skill in tke art to make tke strap 
adjustakle to allow for different sized kands given tkat it is tke Examiner's position tkat it is well 
known in tke art to make kolding devices suck as belts adjustable for different sized users. 
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7. Claims 7, 15 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as Leing unpatentaLle over 
Armstrong in view of ZeLrowski as applied to claims 1-6, 8-14 and 16-21 atove, and furtker in 
view of Vaugkn (US 3636285). 

Armstrong in view of Zetrowski teack all tke features of tkese claims except tke magnet 
for kolding tke applicator tool in tke container. 

However, Vaugkn teackes tkat it is desirakle to provide a device for kolding a paint krusk 
in a paint container. Column 1, lines 10-50. Tke device is a magnetic means wkick is secured to 
tke wall of tke paint container wkick magnetically kolds tke paint krusk. See figure 3 and column 
2, lines 15-50. 

It would kave keen okvious to one of ordinary skill in tke art at tke time tke invention was 
made to modify Armstrong in view of Zekrowski to provide a magnetic means on tke wall of tke 
paint container to kold tke paint krusk in order to provide a desirakly keld paint krusk, kecause 
Armstrong in view of Zekrowski teack providing a paint container witk a kandle and a paint krusk 
kolding means on tke kandle side of tke container, and Vaugkn teackes a desirakle paint krusk 
kolding means is a magnetic means attacked to tke wall of tke paint container. Tke magnetic 
means would ke placed on tke kolder side of tke container, kecause tkat is wkere Armstrong 
indicates tke desire to kold tke paint krusk. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke 
examiner skould be directed to Katkerine A. Bareford wkose telepkone numker is (571) 272- 
1413. Tke examiner can normally ke reacked on M-F(6:30-4:00) witk tke First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach tke examiner Ly telepkone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Skrive P. Beck can ke reacked on (571) 272-14fl5. Tke fax pkone numkers for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and for After Final communications. 

Otker inquiries can ke directed to tke Teck Center 1700 telepkone numker at (571) 

272-1700. 

Furtkermore, information regarding tke status of an application may ke oktained from 
tke Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for puklisked 
applications may ke obtained from eitker Private PAIR or PuLlic PAIR. Status information for 
unpuklisked applications is available tkrougk Private PAIR only. For more information atout 
tke PAIR system, see kttp://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Skould you kave questions on access to tke 
Private PAIR system, contact tke Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



(ATHERINE BAREFORD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



